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A short, provocative book about why useless science often leads to humanitys greatest technological
breakthroughs A forty-year tightening of funding for scientific research has meant that resources are

increasingly directed toward applied or practical outcomes, with the intent of creating products of immediate
value. In such a scenario, it makes sense to focus on the most identifiable and urgent problems, right?
Actually, it doesn't. In his classic essay The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge, Abraham Flexner, the

founding director of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and the man who helped bring Albert
Einstein to the United States, describes a great paradox of scientific research. The search for answers to deep
questions, motivated solely by curiosity and without concern for applications, often leads not only to the
greatest scientific discoveries but also to the most revolutionary technological breakthroughs. In short, no

quantum mechanics, no computer chips.

Science is often thus ideas can take a long time to reach maturity. The search for answers to deep questions
motivated solely by curiosity and. For what is the worth of human life unless it is woven into the life of our
ancestors by the records of history? Marcus Tullius Cicero. Presidents Book Club On The Usefulness of

Useless Knowledge.
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New commentaries notes and columns are added. 1952 Oct17117 52748. The usefulness of useless
knowledge Adjust Share By Abraham Flexner This article is only available as a PDF to subscribers. Robbert
Dijkgraaf Institute for Advanced Study Director and Leon Levy Professor will discuss the republication of

https://citylofistudypress.fun/books1?q=The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge


The. On 2 May 1519 Leonardo da Vinci died bequeathing an artistic and scientific legacy that resonates to
this day. The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge described in Flexners fluid prose how apparently random.

First published March 1964.
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